
Just breathing in the oxygen created by plants 
and trees or watching a butterfly alight on 
a flower makes us feel more optimistic and 
alive. Nature’s healing influences are especially 
important for the children in our group homes. 
In FY14, these young survivors of neglect and 
abuse experienced the healing power of nature 
firsthand — thanks to a committed group of 
garden lovers who created the Alex Anderson 
Memorial Garden at Hephzibah Home.
 As the children were nurtured by 
nature, they also reaped the rewards of many 
other opportunities for growth, healing and 
enrichment. We expanded our Technology 
Program to help them become tech-savvy 
citizens of the digital age; kicked off the second 
year of our One Book, One Hephzibah summer 
reading program; and reunited 56 siblings living in different group or foster homes at our 2014 Sibling 
Camp. Meanwhile, teens from our Foster Care program were having a different kind of camp experience 
as they participated in a vocational prep program at Camp Old Navy.
   We also nurtured and enriched more than 600 children through our nationally recognized Day Care 
program. With waiting lists for this vital resource growing ever longer, we formed a committee to study 
the feasibility of finding additional space to accommodate more children of working parents.
   Once again, our corporate and community partners stepped forward to provide invaluable service 
and support for our mission. The Hinsdale Junior Woman’s Club raised $262,000 for educational 
enrichment programs, while volunteers from Ecolab dazzled the children in our group homes with an 
amazing array of chemistry experiments and The Neighborhood Giving Project inspired them to be better 
citizens of the world with hands-on community service projects.
   Behind the scenes, our staff worked diligently to raise awareness of Hephzibah’s mission and 
generate critically needed support for our programs. We enhanced our presence in social media, added a 
Foster Fridays section to our Facebook page to recruit more foster parents and launched an endowment 
campaign to sustain Hephzibah’s services for the children and families of tomorrow.
 We hope you’ll take a few moments to browse through our online annual report at 
www.hephzibahhome.org to learn more about the many ways that our friends and supporters helped 
children thrive and families flourish throughout the fiscal year.

                Thank you for making our work possible!
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economy shop 
sale days
Thursday, December 4
Saturday, December 13 
Saturday, December 20
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
103 s. Grove Ave., Oak park
Proceeds benefit Hephzibah and 
other local nonprofits.

28th Annual 

Bring-a-Gift party
Wednesday, December 10
6 p.m.
doc ryan’s Tavern
7432 W. Madison st., Forest park
details on page 3.

Elizabeth Berg’s 

Writing Matters
Visiting author Mark Slouka
Saturday, December 13
7 p.m.
Oak park Arts Club
200 N. Oak park Ave., Oak park
Proceeds support a book fund for 
young readers at Hephzibah Home.
details on page 5.

Save the Date 

Heart of Gold Ball 
Saturday, March 7
6 p.m.
Bridgeport Art Center
1200 W. 35th st., Chicago
details on page 6.
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Executive Director Mary Anne Brown, Board President Eric 
Sorensen and some young friends from Hephzibah’s Day Care 
program in the new Alex Anderson Memorial Garden

For more information about upcoming events, 
contact Gina Donlin at 708.649.7161 or 
gdonlin@hephzibahhome.org

Mary Anne Brown
Executive Director

eric sorensen
Board President

Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, December 2
Please give to help Hephzibah’s kids.
www.HephzibahHome.org
#HephzibahHelps
details on page 5.
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FIFTeeN WIde-eYed CHIldreN from 
Hephzibah Home are standing in front of 
what looks like a giant’s doorway — complete 
with an enormous doorknob fit for a 
mammoth fist and a furry, bug-eyed monster 
peering out of an oversized window. 
 The children are about the enter 
Big Monster Toys — the world’s largest 
independent toy design firm. For the next 
couple of hours, these young survivors of 
neglect and abuse will completely forget 
about the harsh realities that brought them 
to Hephzibah as they explore a magical realm 
that most children visit only in their dreams. 
According to one media source, the world 
of imagination and invention hidden away 
behind that 14-foot-high yellow door in the 
West loop is “probably the closest thing in 
Chicago to santa’s workshop.” 
 “The kids just have a ball when they’re down here,” says Big 
Monster president and CeO don rosenwinkel with a chuckle. “We give 
them a tour of the facility and introduce them to our toy inventors. They 
play test the toy designs and we run some of the machines so that they 
can make bits and pieces of toys themselves. At the end of the visit, 
they get to rummage through our toy bins and pick out a toy to take 
with them when they go.”
 But trips to Big 
Monster Toys are just 
one of the ways that 
this Oak park resident 
and his wife, Karen, 
help Hephzibah’s 
kids. don and Karen, 
who have three 
grown daughters 
in their twenties, 
have been loyal and 
longtime supporters 
of Hephzibah’s mis-
sion. each year, they 
attend our holiday 
Bring-a-Gift party at 
doc ryan’s Tavern in 
december and our 

Heart of Gold Ball in March. They have donat-
ed toys for both events and generously shared 
their financial resources throughout the year. 
In 2013 and 2014, Karen — an accomplished 
industrial and interior designer — decorated a 
Christmas tree to be auctioned off during the 
Oak park-river Forest rotary Club’s Festival of 
Trees, which raises funds for Hephzibah and 
other local nonprofits. For the past three years, 
don has submitted grant applications to the 
Toy Industry Foundation to secure funding for 
Hephzibah’s sibling Camp. In september 2014, 
his perseverance paid off when Hephzibah was 
awarded a $7,500 grant from the foundation. 
Next summer, scores of brothers and sisters 
living in different group, foster and adoptive 
homes will benefit from the grant at our 2015 
sibling Camp.
 Karen and don’s ongoing support for 

Hephzibah is fueled by a deep conviction that every child deserves to 
feel safe, happy, nurtured and loved.
 “Karen and I had a great home life and a good education — and 
so did our daughters,” says don. “The children at Hephzibah didn’t 
have any of these advantages. We support Hephzibah because we 
want these children to have some of the same advantages that our 

family did.”
       “The children 
at Hephzibah 
have so many 
emotional and 
academic needs,” 
adds Karen. “It’s 
inspiring for us 
to see how hard 
the people at 
Hephzibah work 
to meet these 
needs. don and 
I will continue to 
do as much as we 
can to give these 
children a chance 
at a better life.” j

Karen and Don Rosenwinkel

Opening Doors for Hephzibah’s Kids

Karen and Don Rosenwinkel are loyal and 
longtime supporters of Hephzibah’s mission.

Undeterred by the bug-eyed monster in the window, a Hephzibah child attempts to open the 14-foot-high door at 
Big Monster Toys, where Don Rosenwinkel and his team of toy designers dream up ways to make kids smile.

Karen and don’s ongoing support for Hephzibah is fueled by a deep conviction that 
every child deserves to feel safe, happy, nurtured and loved.



Corporate partners zoom in 
to Help Hephzibah
IT WAs NOT A TYpICAl sATUrdAY AT HepHzIBAH HOMe. With their eyes wide and necks 
stretched, Hephzibah’s young residents stood carefully on the curb and watched a steady 
stream of motorcycles zoom up North Boulevard. The friendly riders, who had gathered at a 
Ups distribution center earlier that morning, waved to the kids. It’s hard to say which group 
was more excited! 
 The grand entrance was part of the UPS Ride for the Kids on August 23. Employees from 
the UPS Franklin Park branch organized the day, which raised more than $1,000 through 
donations and raffle ticket sales.
 One group of Ups volunteers and their families arrived at Hephzibah before the 
motorcyclists in a brown truck loaded with donated prizes and food. While the motorcycles 

cooled down, they hosted a cookout for the kids 
in the backyard, with a dJ who inspired some 
enthusiastic dancers. 
 UPS Dispatcher Mary Harris led the set-
up team to grill hot dogs and sell raffle tickets. 
Once the bikes were cool enough to touch, the 
riders graciously boosted kids onto the cycles for 
photos. Their smiling faces tell the story: the best 
partnerships benefit everyone. 
 Hephzibah relies on building relationships 
with community-minded companies of all sizes. 
“It is an excellent way to engage employees in a 
shared vision,” says Hephzibah donor relations 
Manager deb poe. 

 Employees from McDonald’s began a program called Mcscrappers in which they create 
scrapbook pages for the kids. The Peninsula Chicago Hotel found a vendor willing to help 
Hephzibah obtain a commercial refrigerator — a huge help in the group home kitchen, where 
meals are made for 26 children.   
 Philips Lighting held a surplus inventory sale for its employees and donated the proceeds 
to Hephzibah. Avis Budget sponsors outings and provides requested supplies such as 
backpacks. Other groups have performed repairs on the house, donated carpet and helped 
plant a garden. 
 “I work to find a good fit for each company — whether it’s filling a need on our wish list, 
hosting a fundraiser or organizing a maintenance project at the group home,” poe says. 
 The holidays offer many ways to get involved. Corporate partners can shop for gifts, wrap 
presents, sponsor events or help us provide turkeys to local families. To create a plan for your 
company, email dpoe@hephzibahhome.org.  j

Help Hephzibah 
this Christmas...

 Hephzibah’s 28th Annual 

Bring-a-Gift 
Party
at doc ryan’s Tavern

Wednesday,
December 10, 2014
6 p.m.
doc ryan’s Tavern
7432 Madison street, Forest park
Ages 21 and over

Admission is free with a donation of 
an unwrapped gift for a child, infant 
to 18 years. Gift cards and cash are 
also welcome.

JOIN US for 
a festive evening 
of fun and good cheer 
as we gather gifts 
for the children. 

Thank you  
to our donors and friends 
for your generous 
support throughout 
the year!

UPS employees stopped by Hephzibah Home in August during their annual UPS Ride for the Kids.

Kids asked lots of questions as they sat on the big bikes.
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The economy shop posts sale dates and 
times, as well as donation hours, online at 
www.economyshop.org. All donations are tax-
deductible. send an email to info@economy 
shop.org to receive a reminder a few days prior 
to each sale, as well as a sneak preview of 
upcoming sale items.
 To learn more about becoming a 
Hephzibah Economy Shop volunteer, please 
contact Hannah Weigel at 708.649.7122 or 
hweigel@hephzibahhome.org

Helping Others Keeps Her Smiling
WHeN MeeTING Ann Gongol, the first things you notice are her warmth, her smile and her kind blue eyes. The 10 to 15 
hours per month she spends at the economy shop are “a small way I can give back to the community,” Gongol says.  
Gongol and her husband lived in Oak park for 45 years and raised three children. Finding out that local social service 
agencies rely on money earned through economy shop sales inspired her to volunteer in 2008.
  “people tell me all the time how much it helps them to be able to buy clothes here,” Gongol says. “Folks who come 
in for the first time are amazed at the quality you can find for the price.”  
 Customers include young families, people who shop for their busy neighbors and others who donate their children’s 
outgrown clothes and shop here for the next size. Two days before each sale day, volunteers sort clothing by size and sea-
son, setting aside less saleable items to be donated to a shelter. 
  “One of my favorite parts of the job is seeing people who’ve been coming in for years,” Gongol says. “They do 
become your friends after a while.” 

A day at the Economy Shop
Mrs. edward McCready showed great foresight 
in 1919 when she opened a thrift shop 
where donated items could be sold for the benefit of local charities. By 1922, 
the economy shop had moved to its current location in a victorian house 
at 103 S. Grove in Oak park. rooms are designated as departments such as 
Antiques and Fine Gifts, shoes, Housewares and Men’s and Women’s Career 
Wear. Hephzibah volunteers staff the Children’s room. 

8:40 a.m. 
On sale days, which 
are held several times 
a month, shoppers 
are lined up for nearly 
a block, waiting for 
the doors to open at 
9:00 a.m.

9:25 a.m. sales are brisk for Hephzibah 
 volunteers sarah O’Neill and Marcella douce in 
the Children’s room. 

11:05 a.m. Bargain hunters sift through hanging clothes and 
bins organized by item and size. With prices ranging from 50 cents to a 
few dollars, it’s easy to score a great deal. 

12:45 p.m. No time to stop for 
lunch! Hephzibah volunteer Manager Hannah 
Weigel tidies up the inventory for the next wave 
of customers. 

1:25 p.m. The economy shop splits 
its proceeds between seven local nonprofits. 
each nonprofit provides volunteers to sort and 
sell merchandise.

2:40 p.m. shoppers leave with their 
purchases. executive director Kathy esqueda 
reports that economy shop sales are drawing more 
customers — thanks to bloggers’ rave reviews 
about the treasures they’ve found.

Ann Gongol shares the delight when 
a customer finds a special item.
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summer Volunteer 
discovers His Talent
A CAreer dIreCTION was not on Brian Huback’s mind when he enrolled 
to volunteer at Hephzibah for the summer. He was seeking to fulfill 
a 40-hour service commitment required of all Fenwick High school 
students, and heard from friends that Hephzibah was a great place to 
volunteer. 
 “It was one of the best decisions and ideas I have ever committed 
to, and I’m fortunate to have worked with this wonderful, caring 
organization,” Huback says. 
 When Huback was 
assigned to work with young 
children at an Oak park 
elementary school, he was a 
bit nervous, though excited 
for the challenge. staff 
welcomed him warmly and 
so did the second- and third-
grade kids. He was easily 
accepted into the fold and, 
by the second day, he knew 
everyone’s name — and they 
knew his.
 “The children were very 
polite, intelligent, curious 
and absolutely hilarious,” he 
recalls. “I learned ways to 
interact with them in a hands-
on environment and I learned 
that every child is different.” 
 Huback discovered how 
to connect with the readers, the sports players and the mischief-makers. He 
found that all kids love to laugh and have fun. 
 He fondly recalls the day a young girl told him how much he meant to her, 
hugged him and called him her brother. He was grateful and shocked to see the 
impact he had on her life. 
 On Huback’s last day, he brought popsicles and the kids screamed his 
name. 
 “I told them how they made my last true summer at home before college 
the most enjoyable one I have ever had,” Huback shares. As the kids came up to 
him one by one to say they loved him and to thank him for being there for them, 
he felt how lucky he was to have had such a joy-filled volunteer experience. 
 “I realized that I work well with children, maybe because I am a huge kid at 
heart,” Huback adds. He has been inspired to pursue a career as an elementary 
school teacher. He was impressed by Hephzibah’s caring staff and their efforts 
to engage the kids in silly games and creative learning opportunities. 
 “I hope to give these children the educational excitement they deserve, 
while having fun at the same time,” he explains. 
 Huback is a senior at Fenwick, busy filling out college applications and 
navigating a demanding course load. He tells those who are considering 
volunteering at Hephzibah that the experience will change their lives.
 “every staff member, fellow volunteer and child is appreciative of your 
service, commitment and positive attitude,” Huback says. “You are accepted 
with open arms and learn more about yourself than you could imagine.” 

To volunteer, contact Hannah Weigel at hweigel@hephzibahhome.org.

Black Friday is for frenzied shopping.

Cyber Monday is for online shopping.

Giving Tuesday 
is for thoughtful giving.

On december 2, 2014,

please give to help Hephzibah’s kids.

www.HephzibahHome.org

#HephzibahHelps

Writing Matters series 
encourages Hephzibah’s 
Young readers
Join us December 13 
for elizabeth Berg’s 
Writing Matters 
series, 7 pm at the 
Oak park Arts Club, 
200 N. Oak park 
Ave., Oak park, 
Il. visiting author, 
Mark Slouka, will 
discuss Brewster, his 
latest book about 
an unforgettable 
friendship between 
two teenage boys 
and their hopes 
for escape from 
a dead-end town. 
This coming-of-age story is suitable for high school-aged 
readers and adults. 

Admission is $10 and tickets are available through Brown 
paper Tickets at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/868917. proceeds from Berg’s series are used to buy 
books for Hephzibah’s kids.

Brian Huback, president of Fenwick High 
School’s Class of 2015, says his Hephzibah 
experience was a life-changing one.
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WHeN THe sUN GOes dOWN ANd THe sTArs COMe OUT on 
saturday, March 7, hundreds of Hephzibah supporters will be stepping out for 
a celestial evening of dining and dancing under the stars in the skyline loft at 
the Bridgeport Art Center. 

This spectacular event space — with its soaring timber loft construction, 
skylights and panoramic view of the Chicago skyline — is the perfect setting for 
our 2015 Heart of Gold Ball, The Stars Among Us.

Save the date and join us for what is sure to be one of the most memorable 
and magical nights of the year. All proceeds benefit our programs for children 
and families.
 
To purchase tickets, become an event sponsor, donate auction items or find 
out more about our 2015 Heart of Gold Ball, please contact special events 
and Communication Manager Gina donlin at 708.649.7161 or gdonlin@
hephzibahhome.org.

Starry starry night...

2015 heart of gold ball

Hosted by Hephzibah Children’s Association and Hephzibah’s Oak Park Auxiliary Board

sAve THe dATe

saturday, March 7, 2015
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What Foster 
Parents Wish 
You Knew
MANY CArING AdUlTs who have what it takes 
to be great foster parents never act on their 
desire to help a child in need. Why? Because 
they’re afraid they won’t measure up. love 
that could be shared isn’t — and many foster 
children go without homes. To give you a better 
idea of what it’s really like to open your home 
and your heart to a foster child, we’ve polled 
some of our most dedicated Hephzibah foster 
parents. Here’s some of the wisdom 
they shared:

1. Foster parents are not in it for the 
money.
“people who think it’s about the money don’t 
understand what it takes to help an abused child 
heal. Our education and training never ends.”  

2. You don’t have to be perfect.
“No matter how bad my day might be, my foster 
child’s love for me never wavers.”

3. Single parents can do this.
“You have more support as a single foster 
parent than you do as a single biological parent 
because Hephzibah is always there to offer 
guidance and support.”

4. Patience works wonders.
“Foster children don’t always understand what’s 
happening to them or know how to behave, but 
they’re trying their best to do the right thing. 
patience and love can transform these children 
in amazing ways.”

5. The whole family can benefit.
“Having a foster child in the house has taught 
our entire family compassion, generosity and 
tolerance.”

6. Foster kids are like other kids.
“Foster kids want to be liked and respected, 
have friends and feel secure and cared for — 
just like any other kid.”

7. You will have enough love to go around.
“What surprised me most about being a foster 
parent is how much I could love children who 
weren’t mine by birth.”

8. The rewards outweigh everything else.
“When children come to us hurting and 
frightened, it brings us great joy to watch their 
pain go away, listen to their dreams and see 
them begin to believe in a better future.”

Interested in learning more about the rewards of 
foster parenting? Please call us at 708.649.7140.

Wish
jlist
j	Gift cards for bowling 
or roller skating

j	Gifts cards for 
Mcdonald’s, Wendy’s, Classic 
Cinema Theatres, Target or 
Walmart

j	Beanbag chairs, game 
chairs or mini padded chairs

j	remote-control cars, trucks 
or animals for girls and boys

Interested in making 
more wishes come true 
for Hephzibah’s kids?  

Contact deb poe at dpoe@
hephzibahhome.org for a 
complete list of our children’s 
Christmas wishes.

Have a Hamburger 
for Hephzibah
Here’s A delICIOUs WAY to help 
Hephzibah’s kids: stop by the Burger Boss 
at 7512 W. North Avenue in elmwood park 
or 3208 N. southport Avenue in Chicago 
during the month of december and purchase 
a Mauro Melt, created by Food Network 
star and celebrity chef Jeff Mauro. With 
every Mauro Melt purchase, a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to Hephzibah 
Children’s Association and matched by Jeff 
Mauro, as well as Angelo sisco at O’Hare 
CrossFit. You’ll love this award-winning melt, 
featuring two Angus beef patties topped with a 
mouthwatering duo of fragrant grilled onions 
and flash-fried crispy cherry peppers, blanketed 
in melty white American cheese, dressed with 
Boss sauce and tucked into a pumpernickel 
bun. Only $6.69 for a double!

Just posted!
read about the year’s highlights — from our 
new Alex Anderson Memorial Garden to our 
partnership with the school of rock — in our 
2013-2014 annual report, which we’ve posted 
online at www.hephzibahhome.org. 

A surprise Guest 
Gives Goosebumps to 
Hephzibah’s Kids
R.L. Stine, the author of the Goosebumps 
horror series for children, stopped by 
Hephzibah Home just before Halloween to 
personally deliver an autographed copy of 
one of his best-selling books to a young fan 
at Hephzibah Home. stine says he has the 
best job in the entire world: to give kids the 
Creeps. The author chatted with the children 
before heading home to his writer’s redoubt 
in New York City. What a way to prepare for a 
spooky Halloween! 
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News Around 
the     Home
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Hitting the Green to Help Children in Need
More than 120 golfers enjoyed perfect weather on september 23 for the 13th Annual Charity Golf Classic at Cantigny Golf in Wheaton. 
GE Capital, Latham & Watkins and Richter Consulting were the title sponsors for the event, which raised more than $100,000 for 
Hephzibah Children’s Association.

ABOve ( left to right): Dave Pederson, 
Pete Knight and Jeff Moran of latham 
& Watkins received the award for best 
net foursome from Woody Broaders 
of Ge. Mark Bultman, also part of the 
winning foursome, is not pictured.

rIGHT: Daniel Tannenbaum and 
Morrie Rutman (far right in photo) of 
richter Consulting take turns playing 
the popular Beat the pro contest. 


