
ThirTy-Three years 

ago, our firsT 

fosTer family was 

forged through a 

singular act of kindness. 

a local mom had died, 

leaving behind four 

grieving adopted children. 

after the orphaned 

youngsters had been 

safely settled in four 

different emergency 

foster homes, we began 

to search for permanent 

placements.

 during our search, 

we shared the children’s 

story with oak Parkers 

Dennis and Bunny 

Murphy, who had already adopted three children through another agency. although Peter, John, 

marita and anne marie were not related by blood, the murphys felt that the siblings should be placed 

in the same home since they’d been living together before the death of their mom. 

 when we worried out loud that it would be difficult to find a family to raise all four children, 

dennis said quietly, “we will do it.” That simple declaration changed the lives of four very vulnerable 

youngsters—youngsters who thrived in the murphys’ care and eventually matured into four 

productive, positive and utterly charming adults.  

 The murphy family’s story seems like a fitting place to begin as we reflect on the many acts of 

kindness that have helped hephzibah’s children and families thrive this year. 

 you’ll read about a few of these selfless acts in the pages that follow—from the celebrity chef 

who donated a summer of fun in the form of camp scholarships to the former group home resident 

who donated proceeds from a play he directed. hephzibah relies on a network of people and 

corporations who give back to our organization in so many ways—as volunteers, donors, auxiliary 

board members, and corporate partners. 

 Thank you all for helping us build a better future for the children we serve!

      with gratitude,

      mary anne Brown
	 	 	 	 	 	 Executive	Director
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heartbeat
dear friend of hephzibah,

hephzibah

economy shop
sale days
Saturdays, November 14 and 21 
Thursday, December 3
Saturdays, December 12 and 19
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
103 s. grove ave., oak Park
Proceeds	benefit	Hephzibah	and	
other	local	nonprofits.

giving Tuesday
Tuesday, December 1
a day for thoughtful giving.
www.hephzibahhome.org
#hephzibahhelps
Details	on	page	4

29th	Annual

Bring-a-gift
Party 
Wednesday, December 9
6 p.m.
doc ryan’s Tavern
7432 w. madison st., forest Park
Details	on	page	8

Save	the	Date

heart of gold
Ball 
Saturday, March 5
6 p.m.
morgan manufacturing
401 N. morgan, Chicago
Details	on	page	7

upcoming 
events

Helping	 chi ldren	 thr ive 	 and	 fami l ies 	 f lour i sh	 s ince 	 1897

Nov 

14

Dec

1

Dec

9

march

5

For more information about	upcoming	
events,	contact	Gina	Donlin	at	708-649-7161	
or	gdonlin@hephzibahhome.org

A	forever	family	forged	through	Hephzibah	foster	care:	Executive	Director	Mary	Anne	Brown	
(third	row	center)	with	foster	parents	Dennis	and	Bunny	Murphy	(second	row	center),	and	
the	Murphy’s	eight	adopted	children,	their	children’s	spouses	and	their	grandchildren.
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Kids are 25 PerCeNT of our PoPulaTioN BuT 100 PerCeNT of our 
fuTure,” said George Sheldon, director of the illinois department of Children and 
family services, when he visited hephzibah home on september 18, 2015 as part of 
the agency’s annual meeting.

        sheldon acknowledged three factors related to child welfare 
that must be addressed simultaneously in order to effect change.  
 “It’s about mental health, substance abuse, and economic stress,” 
sheldon said. “it needs to be a partnership that addresses all 
three issues for any changes to be successful.” 
         sheldon, who has been credited with turning around a 
troubled foster care system in florida, said he didn’t come to 
illinois with a magic formula. sheldon said he is evaluating 
programs that work and will try to duplicate their results. he 
said he is impressed with the way hephzibah works with its 
community.
           sheldon emphasized the need for administrators to talk to 
kids when planning foster care programs. when sheldon toured 

the group home after his presentation, he paused to speak with a young resident. 
“Call me george,” he said. The boy smiled, shook hands and introduced himself. 
 at the annual meeting, Tom Yates, hephzibah board president, thanked three 
board members who are now stepping down from the board, for their many years of 
service: Leslie Jones, John McIlwain, and Mark Trinka. yates welcomed two incoming board members: John Ide and David Neubecker. j

Hephzibah’s	Annual	Report	for	fiscal	year	2015	is	now	available	through	our	website,	www.hephzibahhome.org.

Paving the way for a suCCessful future 

Left	to	right,	George	Sheldon	with	Jackie	Barlow,	Mark	Trinka,	and	
John	Ide	at	Hephzibah’s	annual	meeting.

george sheldoN Visits hephzibah
The illinois director of dCfs said that listening to children is an important part of his work.

sTudies show ThaT high qualiTy 
exPerieNCes during the first five years of 
life can promote the development of a robust 
network of neural pathways that can enhance 
a child’s ability to think, react, process and 
grow. yet the u.s. ranks 25th in the world for 
early learning enrollment—and fewer than 
30 percent of all four-
year-olds nationwide are 
enrolled in quality early 
learning programs. 
 To help address 
this unmet need, 
hephzibah’s day Care 
Program now offers 
Head Start services free 
of charge for qualifying 
families in oak Park 
and surrounding 
communities. each 

year, scores of  preschoolers are nurtured 
and enriched by our head start curriculum 
as they engage in activities that foster their 
growth and development in areas such as 
language, literacy, math, science, creative arts, 
physical skills, learning skills and social and 
emotional functioning. The program has drawn 

rave reviews from head start parents—and 
accolades from the state of illinois. in fy15, 
hephzibah earned the Gold Circle of Quality 
Designation—the highest of four ratings 
available through the state’s new quality rating 
system for early learning and development 
providers.

 hephzibah is expanding 
head start services to 
include early Head Start. 
our program expansion will 
include home-based, year-
round educational services for 
children from birth through 
age three with the goal of 
helping children gain the 
social competence, skills and 
confidence necessary to thrive 
in their present environment 
and later in life. j

j
Kids are 
25 percent 
of our 
population 
but 100 
percent of 
our future.
george sheldoN

Illinois	Director,	DCFS



Paying it 
forward
iN 1935, KeiTh elKiNs aNd his 
liTTle sisTer, muriel, laNded 
oN hePhziBah’s doorsTeP. Their 
parents, financially depleted by the 
great depression and on the verge of a 
breakup, had come to the discouraging 
conclusion that they could no longer 
provide for their children. Keith doesn’t 
remember much about that day, but 
he does remember his years as a 
“hephzibah kid.” 
 “my years at hephzibah 
turned out to be the happiest of my 
childhood,” he notes. “well into 
adulthood, i treasure the gift that 
hephzibah gave me—the gift of hope.” 
 Now Keith and his wife, Kathleen, 
have returned that gift by naming 
hephzibah as the beneficiary of a 
bequest in their will. “i want to help 
ensure that hephzibah can provide 
as much security and happiness for 
children now as it did for me and 
my sister back in the 1930s,” says 
the retired college professor, whose 
fond memories also inspired him to 
write a deeply personal account of 
hephzibah’s history and evolution from 
the 1930s to the present. 
 hephzibah is deeply grateful to 
donors like Keith and Kathleen who are 
helping to ensure that services are here 
for the next generation. we recently 
received planned gifts from two current 
board members, Jackie Barlow and 
francesca deBiase and her husband 
Jassem el mahmoud, and one former 
board member, Brian druley.   j

Planned	giving	is	a	wonderful	way	to	
contribute	to	Hephzibah’s	future.	To	learn	
more,	contact	Molly	Philosophos,	director	
of	development	at	708.649.7158.	

The year was 1982—and it was shaping up to be the worst year ever for Peter, John, 
Marita and Anne Marie, whose single adoptive mom had just died. hephzibah was still set-
ting up its foster Care Program, with a foster care license in hand and foster families lined 
up, but no state contract. No contract meant no funding for the children’s care, but that 
didn’t deter hephzibah’s first foster families, who took the orphaned siblings in without pay.
 The children were in good hands, but they were also in separate 
emergency foster homes. They missed their mom and they 
missed each other. when night fell, they lay alone in 
unfamiliar beds, wondering if they’d ever see one 
another again.
 hephzibah executive director mary anne 
Brown was also lying awake at night worrying about 
the sibling group. would she have to split them up 
permanently to facilitate their adoptions? she had 
to find a better way.
 Brown mentioned the children’s plight to 
oak Parkers dennis and Bunny murphy, who had 
already adopted three children. without hesitation, 
the murphys responded, “We’ll take them all,” and 
Hephzibah’s first forever family was born.
 Thirty-three years later, it’s clear that the ties that 
bind the murphys are emotional, rather than genetic. But, 
says anne marie, the bonds are no less enduring. Peter is now 
a child care worker helping other children in need at hephzibah 
home, and the children adore him. John is a firefighter and a family 
man. marita is a happily married mother of two, while anne marie 
is a college student and a hephzibah day Care mom.
 “we were brought together through a hephzibah adoption,” 
she notes, “and our bond is deeper than blood.” j

a B o V e : 

Peter,	John,	Marita	and	
Anne	Marie	(above,	
l-r)	in	1982,	when	
they	were	placed	with	
Dennis	and	Bunny	
Murphy.

B e l o w :  The	foursome,	
33	years	later,	in	2015

The family 
That hephzibah Built

Keith	Elkins	(third	from	top)	at	Hephzibah	in	1935



Black friday is for frenzied shopping.

Cyber monday is for online shopping.

Giving Tuesday 
is for thoughtful giving.

on december 1, 2015,

Please give to help hephzibah’s kids.

www.hephzibahhome.org

#hephzibahhelps
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Brian fruits 
shares 
his TaleNT 
for Theater
BriaN fruiTs, a former resideNT of 
hePhziBah home, is grateful for the care 
and support he received there as a child during 
the 1990s. Theater is one of the gifts fruits was 
encouraged to explore, and encouragement 
from people 
at hephzibah 
helped make a 
difference in his 
life’s direction. 
in september 
fruits found a 
unique way to 
express gratitude 
by donating to 
hephzibah the 
proceeds from a play he directed.  hephzibah 
received a check for $1,000.
 hephzibah supporters and local theater 
fans packed the house for the saltbox Theater 
Collective’s september 24 performance of 
euripides’ The	Bacchae, at madison street Theater 
in oak Park. The riveting 105-minute show, 
translated by Nicholas rudall and produced by 
Jeramie simmons, was the first production for 
saltbox. staged with a large greek chorus and half 
masks, the play explored the balance of control 
and freedom within society, echoing contemporary 
struggles such as the recent ferguson, mo, crisis.
 “The play is more than 2,000 years old, but 
it still has much to say to us,” fruits said. for 
fruits the theme is about identity and the play 
reflects the group’s desire to select dicey, cutting-
edge work.
 fruits, who has a bachelor’s degree in 
education and a master’s in fine arts in theater, 
has been teaching and directing for quite a 
while. he is also an instructor in the theater 
department at Concordia university Chicago, his 
alma mater.  j

Brian fruits

you Can make 
wishes Come True
wiTh aN iNside sCooP from a source at the North Pole, 
hephzibah’s donor relations manager, deb Poe, is starting to 
gather the gifts that will top this year’s wish lists. 
 Highly prized toys include: remote control cars, trucks, and 
helicopters; remote control dinosaurs, bugs, and animals; super-
hero toys such as play sets, figures, costumes, and vehicles; 
and all mutant Ninja turtle items.	Please	note	that	we	cannot	use	
weapons	of	any	type	including	Nerf	guns.	
 Other big hits are: fur real pets, ds games, Barbie 
and hello Kitty items, craft kits, earbuds, headphones and 
mcdonald’s $5 gift certificates.
 The Group Home is currently seeking sturdy bean bag 
or pillow chairs that kids can use to curl up and read. as the 
weather gets cooler, consider donating passes to the shedd 
aquarium or Planetarium — or contributing toward an outing to 
Key lime Cove or an imax Theater. 
 Check the wishlist at www.hephzibahome.org for the latest 
requests. if you have a special idea, or if you’d like to fulfill the 
Christmas wishes for a particular child in the group home, 
contact deb Poe at dpoe@hephzibahhome.org. she can provide 
specific gift ideas and sizes for clothing and shoes. Thanks to 
your generosity, wishes do come true. we could not do it 
without you.



j
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TeChies 
in Training 
Guided by some good-hearted 
technology pros, Hephzibah’s 
kids are going digital. 

maNy PosT-milleNNial Kids 
are “digiTal NaTiVes” who have 
grown up with computers, digital 
music players, video games and other 
tools and toys of the digital age. But 
many of the survivors of neglect and 
abuse at hephzibah home have had 
little or no exposure to the digital 
world—and lag far behind their peers 
in technology skills. 
 with the help of a kind-hearted 
cadre of volunteer Technology 
Mentors, hephzibah’s kids are 
crossing that digital divide. guided 
by a “geek squad” of technology 
professionals, they’ve learned 
the basics of safe web browsing, 
created PowerPoint presentations, 
disassembled a computer to learn 
about its components and even done 
some rudimentary coding. 
 what’s next for our young techies 
in training? Brian Druley and Sue 
Stark, the visionary volunteer founders 
of hephzibah’s Technology Program, 
are already hatching a plan to wow the 
kids with a course in robotics.  j

To learn about volunteer opportunities, 
contact	Hannah	Weigel,	volunteer	
manager,	at	708-649-7122	or	hweigel@
hephzibahhome.org.

see how our 
gratitude grows
ThroughouT The year, our committed and compassionate corps of corporate and 
community partners continue to give unstintingly to enhance the health, happiness and well-
being of the children in our group homes, foster homes and day Care Program. in so many 
creative ways, members of the community find opportunities to put their compassion into 
action. To discuss the ways hephzibah can use your help, contact deb Poe, donor relations 
manager, at 708-649-7157 or dpoe@hephzibahhome.org. 

McDonald’s Corporation signed on as a $20,000 sponsor for the heart of gold Ball and 
sent a crew of employees to northern illinois to flip burgers and oversee the bouncy house 
at our annual sibling camp cookout. 

Birthdays bring out the best in all of us. we love the 
generous birthday sharers of all ages! Thank you for 
asking friends to help you celebrate by donating cash 
and gift cards to hephzibah on your behalf! 

hephzibah board member Francesca 
DeBiase and her husband, Jassem el 
Mahmoud, became the first to join 
our new Planned Gift Program with a 
generous bequest to the hephzibah 
Children’s Trust.

afTer wiTNessiNg The alTruisTiC 
eNdeaVors of a caring community, a young artist 
in our Residence held an art show to benefit the Oak 
Park River Forest Food Pantry. when he learned that 
the proceeds from the sale of his paintings would 
feed 10 families, his jaw dropped—and he has 
already started to create a new body of work for his 
next art benefit. j

CariNg is Contagious
Acts of kindness, big and small, 
have a ripple effect. 



Cooking up the BesT summer eVer
A Celebrity Chef Serves Up Steve & Kate’s Camp Scholarships for Foster Kids in Need

iN summer 2015, seVeral hePhziBah ChildreN walKed iNTo a world PaCKed wiTh New Pos-
siBiliTies: a world free of adult judgments and expectations where they could experience new sensations, 
make their own decisions and explore their passions and potential. it was steve & Kate’s Camp, where kids 
can zero in on what truly makes them happy. 
 The camp, which offered activities ranging from ziplining to software development to fully choreo-
graphed music videos, was a gift from emmy-nominated chef and food Network star Jeff mauro, who has 
been a hephzibah fan ever since his mom served on hephzibah’s board in the early 1990s. 
    mauro is one of three celebrity chefs who assist with menu planning for steve & Kate’s Camp, which 
offers five-course meals featuring cuisines from mexico, asia, france and other far-flung locales. 
         This is just the latest of many good works on behalf of hephzibah’s kids for mauro, who has made 
a habit out of naming hephzibah as the beneficiary of his prize money whenever he competes in a food 
Network cooking contest. j
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Food	Network	star	Jeff	Mauro	was	honored	at	our	

2015	Heart	of	Gold	Ball	with	the	Heart	of	Gold	Award	

for	his	outstanding	commitment	to	Hephzibah.

A	day	of	
music	video	
production	
at	Steve	&	
Kate’s	Camp.

gala auction Bidders attend TV Taping
liVe auCTioN iTems aT hePhziBah’s aNNual hearT of gold Ball are 
known to be unique and last year was no exception. gala guests bid on the chance 
to join Jeff and Sarah Mauro for a special two-night trip to New york City and be 
part of a closed studio audience to watch mauro film his hit daytime television 
show, The	Kitchen.	
 The auction winners, Michele and Noel Moore, said Jeff and sarah were 
delightful hosts who made the trip a fun, memorable experience. Thank you to 
the mauros for donating the auction prize and to the moores for placing the 
winning bid!  j

Check	our	facebook	page	and	website	to	see	what’s	in	the	Live	Auction	for	this	year’s	
Heart	of	Gold	Ball	on	Saturday,	March	5	at	Morgan	Manufacturing	in	Chicago’s	West	
Loop.	

r i g h T:  The	Kitchen	cohost	Sunny	Anderson,	front	row	left,	is	joined	by	Noel	Moore,	Jr.	and	his	
mother,	Michele.	Back	row:	Noel	Moore	and	Jeff	Bryant,	a	family	friend,	with	cohosts	Jeff	Mauro	and	
Geoffrey	Zakarian.
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don’t forget 
desserT!
oN giViNg Tuesday in december 
2014, Gene & Georgetti restaurant 
donated $8,000 to hephzibah from their 
November dessert sales, donations from 
generous guests and a matching gift from 
the Durpetti Foundation. 
 This year the restaurant will again 
donate a portion from dessert sales during 
the month of November to hephzibah 
Children’s association in honor of 
National adoption month, a cause close 
to the hearts of the durpettis. 
  “adoption is a sweet reason to 
celebrate!” said mary anne Brown, 
hephzibah’s executive director.  “we are 
very appreciative of the durpetti family’s 
ongoing support of our work with children 
and families.”
  Check 
out gene & 
georgetti’s 
long-time 
location at 
500 N. franklin in Chicago or their new 
location at 9421 w. higgins road in 
rosemont.  have a cannoli for us while 
you’re there!  j

have you ever 
considering
BeComiNg a 
fosTer PareNT?
if so, you probably have questions.
will this fit into my life?
how does the process work?
To answer these questions and more, 
contact ashley lepse at 708-649-7187 or 
alepse@hephzibahhome.org.
hephzibah licenses, trains and supports 
foster families with the highest level of 
professionalism and care. j

Then be a part of the magic!

Do you still believe 
in fairy-tale endings and

dreams coming true?

Join us for dinner, dancing and 
live and silent auctions at our 

2016 Heart of Gold Ball

Once Upon a Hephzibah
Saturday, March 5, 2016

6:00 p.m.

At the historic Morgan Manufacturing Building 

in the city’s vibrant West Loop

401 North Morgan, Chicago

Proceeds from this storybook evening 
will help young survivors of neglect and abuse heal at Hephzibah Home

and turn their dreams of safe and loving homes into realities.

Help us turn the page 
to a happier chapter for Hephzibah’s kids.

To purchase tickets, reserve a table for 10, become a Gold Level sponsor 

and name your own signature cocktail for the evening, donate 

auction items or find out more, please contact 

Gina Donlin, special events and communication manager, 

at 708-649-7161 or gdonlin@hephzibahhome.org.

SpoNSoreD by  THe  oAk pArk Aux iL iAry  boArD



Board	of	Directors
sarah arnett
Jackie Barlow
Terry Brown
sherry Carbery
francesca deBiase
Carol dunning
mark fisher
John ide
Kenna macKinnon
John mcConville
david Neubecker
Beth Pecenka
eric sorensen
Byron Taylor
Cheryl ter horst
mark Trinka
audrey williams-lee
Tom yates

Executive	Director
mary anne Brown

To make a correction to your mailing address, or if you are 

receiving duplicates of this newsletter, please contact Barb Krause 

at bkrause@hephzibahhome.org or 708.649.7140. Thank	you!

946 North Boulevard 1144 lake street, 5th floor
oak Park illinois 60301     oak Park illinois 60301     
708.649.7100       708.649.7140 
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helP hePhziBah make 
the holidays merry and bright for 
children and families in need
Checklist for a Happy Holiday:

=	 1.  invite your friends to the Bring-A-Gift Party on Dec. 9th at 6 pm. 

=	2.  find a snappy sweater. (optional!) 

=	 3.  Bring a gift, cash, or gift card for admission to the party. 

=	4.  show up at doc ryan’s ready to roll. (adults only, please.) 

=	 5.  Enter the raffle — $1 and $5 tickets! 

=	6.  impress your friends by bringing them to such a great party.

=	7.  meet nice people.

=	8.  win the raffle! 

=	9.  Celebrate with a happy dance. 

=	10.  Make holiday wishes come true for children at Hephzibah.

saVe The daTe 

Bring-a-gift Party
December 9 at 6 p.m.
doc ryan’s, 7432 west madison, forest Park


